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So it's our last day of shooting on Isis Oasis, our main hippie
location, a real-life retreat center where they worship Egyptian
gods and breed rare ocelots. 

We wrap and everyone's loading out. We all innocently leave
our key grip Matt Orchowski  getting the last pieces of
equipment out of the temple.  He comes back to base an hour
later, and tells us the following story. 
 
There was a gel over the skylight in the temple he was getting
when he ran into one of the Oasis dwellers. She had moved the
throne back under the skylight, yet she screamed at him to get
the gel down. Keep in mind, we had full permission to shoot
here, and she was not anybody in charge at this location. He goes to move the throne so he can grab it but she forbids it so
the poor guy has to work around this clunky throne. But he's awesome so he does it. After he removes the gel and puts
everything back under her watchful eye, she scowls that he has, what was it? Angered the energy? Basically she accuses
him of pissing off the gods and she tells him he has to appease them and cleanse the energies and what not. 

She grabs a beer off the grip truck and proceeds to pour it out as she walks around the perimeter of the temple. Then she
tells him he has to break the bottle or the gods will stay pissed. He's trying to be nice to her but he also doesn't want to leave
broken glass all over the ground he's just cleaned. So he finds a metal trash can and breaks it in there. 

The woman is satisfied, so Matt thinks, but then she goes back to the grip truck and grabs another beer. Matt asks if it's for
more angry gods but she pops it open and says "No this one's for me," and walks away swigging it. Super holy, right? 

Poor Matt finally shows up at base and tells us this whole crazy story. We are laughing and he is too but then he tells us that
during all this bogus cleansing she randomly goes: you're cursed and your heart will explode. We all kind of laugh it off
until Matt murmurs that he has a pace maker. So the self-appointed priestess put a heart curse on the guy with the pace
maker. In honor of Matt, we ended up incorporating some of the crap she said into Rhea's speech at the sacrifice site. Tell
me that happens on every shoot. Matt's fine by the way. Just got engaged.
   
 A s the producer I had to be off set a lot running hard drives to the editor, picking up replacement equipment, etc. So I
missed out on some fun stuff. One day I came back from an editor run and found the crew up near the pool area. We'd been
having some trouble finding an extra to do the naked walk-by as Rhea is showing Jenny the pool. So imagine my surprise
when I walk onto the set and see Lis herself, butt naked, get out of the pool and walk past camera. My first thought was "Oh
my god, she's so brave!" and then I thought "She must be cold." She would exit on the other side of the pool and then run up
into the lodge where a friend met her with a towel. Then she's come through the lodge and get back in the near side of the
pool for the next take. That's serious commitment to the movie. I think the crew was impressed. That's one of my favorite
memories because it's not every day you come back to work to find your business partner running around naked!
 
Overall, we were pretty lucky with things going our way on shoot. It's the very last day and we're back in LA. We have a
few things we absolutely have to pull off today. So we start at a small park in Burbank. It's the one location we're not
permitted for but it's 6am so I figure if we're quick we're OK. Well Dave shows up in a white suit and it's pretty obvious to
the park staff that we're not just there for a picnic. The guy comes up to me and tells me he can tell we're a shoot and when I
can't produce a permit - yes I looked for a pretend one in my car for about five minutes while the crew set up - he says he's
calling the police. We know if they show, they could confiscate the camera and our footage so I'm trying not to freak. The
shot is set and Mark starts running it when a ranger shows up. I shout to the crew they have one take so for god's sake they
better just get it. The ranger is pissed and shutting us down. I throw everything I can at him, tears, smiles, Lis's dead mom
story, I even look in my wallet for some $20s which I luckily can't find as I found out later that would have been really bad.
He gets so fed up with my song and dance that he finally goes "just get out of here," bless him! I look over and they've
finished the shot and are packing up. Yes sir! Losing the camera would have been a hell of a way to end the shoot! 


