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"Highly recommended...An accomplishment in many ways...highly entertaining...The
villain of the piece is an astoundingly creepy cult leader who relates to women not as
people but as their reproductive capacities. A great first film.”

                                - Ellen Snortland, The Huffington Post

“Stunningly gorgeous footage featuring an exotic wildlife preserve/ kitschy Egyptian
theme park never seen on film, THE COMMUNE is Greek tragedy retold as classic
1970s-style psychological thriller.”               - Mr. Disgusting, Bloody-Disgusting.com

"What THE WICKER MAN remake should have been if it had any balls at all. A creepy
insight into the dangers of religious extremism and the control of female sexuality.
Beautiful, haunting, but relatable and terrifying."         - Heidi Martinuzzi, Pretty-Scary.net

“ Dark…follows in the footsteps of classic 70s thrillers.”      - Paul W. S. Anderson,
writer/director Resident Evil, Event Horizon, Alien Versus Predator, Death Race

“ Really disturbing. Unconventional. Raw.  Reminds me of Larry Cohen‘s work. David
Lago is great.”       - Katt Shea, writer/director Poison Ivy, The Rage: Carrie 2
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"THE COMMUNE takes hold of you in the first few minutes with its jaw-dropping
opening and then refuses to let you go. Chauntal Lewis has definitely made a fan out
of me with her strong yet vulnerable performance. This movie does not disappoint for
any horror fans who are looking for an entertaining plot, engaging style and a good
scare. I expect to see much more from Lis Fies after this one."
- Brea Grant, actor, Heroes, Halloween 2

"Fresh and frightening. Loved it. Superb directing; really right on. Jenny and Puck had
great chemistry. A cult film: innovative and wonderfully complex.”
- Tasha Hardy, producer, Star Trek New Voyages "World Enough and Time" 
winner TV Guide Award, Hugo nomination

"Producer/Writer/Directer Elisabeth Fies and Emmy-Winner David Lago come into the
studio and nearly burn the place down as they answer questions about their latest
film, THE COMMUNE...... This film is a WILD psychological thriller with a surprise
ending that you will NEVER forget!!!! Be sure to see this one!"  
- Kip Brown, In the Can, LA Talk Radio

“Writer-Director Elisabeth Fies’s The Commune recalls the golden age of 1970’s
filmmaking with its tawny subversiveness and silken grindhouse texture. Indeed, The
Commune details the twisted journey of a glittery beauty (think the Candice Rialson
classic Pets, only in reverse) and the film’s mythical mysteries recall the energy of
such mainstream horror offerings as The Sentinel, Audrey Rose, Rosemary’s Baby
and Burnt Offerings....

Fies works with a dreamy unease and subtle power. The true horror of the
piece does not kick in until the final moments, but Fies rewards the patient among us
with quirky characterizations, bizarre encounters and intense sexuality. Much like
Lana Turner in 1941’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Chauntal Lewis supplies (a slightly
petulant) angelic glow as Jenny. Lewis uncovers the layers of Jenny’s dreamy
adolescence and its visible cracks and she is well met by David Lago’s sexy, Goth
friendly Puck. The tender eroticism the two elicit is well contrasted by the dark
contrivances of co-stars Stuart G. Bennett and Adrian Lee, as Jenny’s forceful father
and his quirky commune muse.”
-Brian Kirst, The Horror Society 

"Classic storytelling of a difficult and important subject; told with grace, class, and
intelligence."
- Michael Conley, President, Conley Communications 
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Running time: 91 minutes
Completed in April 2009,  World Premiere was at Dances With Films film festival June 5th. 

Domestic and foreign distribution rights are available.

LOGLINE UNDER 25 WORDS:  A young virgin finds herself isolated in a remote
commune of religious "family" members with a sinister agenda to ensure their
supernatural survival.  

LOGLINE
THE COMMUNE is a heady mix of myth and mystery, featuring a young virgin who
finds herself isolated in a remote commune of religious "family" members with a sinister
agenda to ensure their supernatural survival. 

SYNOPSIS
“The bastard child of THE WICKER MAN and Greek tragedy, THE COMMUNE is a
heady mix of myth and mystery, featuring a young virgin who finds herself isolated in a
remote commune of religious "family" members with a sinister agenda to ensure their
supernatural survival. Tyro director Lis Fies deftly blends the tragic with the outrageous,
painting her feminist motion picture with a bloody, psycho-sexual brush. Haunting
imagery and symbolism underscore the horror of entrapment, sacrifice and familial
dysfunction as Jenny (Chauntal Lewis) confronts the evil that is her father (Stuart G.
Bennet ) and his new family. THE COMMUNE is uncomfortable in the best possible
way -- igniting revulsion -- but forcing you to keep watching as its sordid tale unfolds.”

-Bill Cunningham, www.D2DVD.blogspot.com
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CREW LIST

Elisabeth Fies - writer, director, producer, actor
Elisabeth Fies is the writer, director, producer, and actor in The Commune, and was a co-
writer of two original songs for the film. It is based on elements of growing up with her
guru  father,  the  current  owner  of  The  New  Buffalo  (infamously  featured  in  EASY
RIDER). She stars as Cassandra Cross, mother of Jenny and ex-wife of the doctor.

Lis was an Associate Producer of Conventioneers, winner of the coveted 2006 Independent Spirit
Award’s John Cassavetes Award (Best Feature Under $500,000). She received her Masters
Degree in Media Studies from The New School and is an alumna of the UCLA Professional
Program in Screenwriting.  As a writer, her Pistoleras feature film screenplay won second place
action from Fade In Magazine, and was named first place thriller by Creative Screenwriting
Magazine. 

Lis is the inspiration for the character “Kid Sis” in the Eisner Award-winning comic “Mom’s
Cancer” as seen on CNN.   Her popular blog “Kid Sis in Hollywood” has an avid following of
film, TV and comic professionals. 

Heidi Hornbacher - producer, actor
Heidi appears in a small role as Alice on The Commune.  Heidi learned the ins and outs of movie
distribution while executive assistant to the President of Home Entertainment International at
Paramount Pictures who generated millions in revenue all over the world on films from The
Italian Job to Jackass.  Heidi wrote and produced interstitial spots for Comedy Central at the
dawn of the South Park era. She co-wrote and associate produced the world’s first reality show
for mobile media: PRIMPED starring Vida Guerra with reality show producer, Lisa Caruso. 

An avid blogger, essayist, and armchair philosopher, Heidi has six feature spec scripts under her
belt. Once The Commune wraps, Heidi will direct her script, Fixing Emma, a romantic comedy
feature that recently finished in the top 25% of the AAA screenwriting contest and was named a
quarter finalist in the Fade In Magazine screenwriting contest.

Todd Miro - producer, editor
Todd Miro has over fifteen years experience in professional editing. He has worked in the
documentary, commercial, and corporate worlds, and is highly regarded for meeting deadlines
and delivering high-quality, creative work. Clients include Visa, Hewlett Packard, Warner
Brothers, Starbucks, Ameriquest, and Banana Republic.Todd was the editor of Wyland's Ocean
World for Animal Planet and In the Light of Reverence, and Empty Oceans, Empty Net” for PBS.

Marc Shap - DP
Marc began shooting at 12, using his father’s Porsche to film a car commercial complete with car
mounts and  chase scenes. By high school he had already completed many music videos,
commercials, and experimental shorts. Since graduating from Brooks Institute of Photography,
Marc has worked in the camera department on Hollywood productions as diverse as Grey’s
Anatomy, BMW, and Bravo Network. 
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ACTORS

David Lago - Puck
While best known for his Emmy-winning role of Raul Gutierrez on The Young and The Restless,
and Jeremy on  7th Heaven, David has guest-starred in a variety of television shows including
Step By Step, Dangerous Minds, and Pacific Blue. He was the star of Hollywood Safari, a series
for the Animal Planet Network. 

On the big screen, David has spent the last two years starring in eight independent features such
as Hollywood Horror, Past Perfect, Young Hollywood, A Couple of Days and Nights, Artistic
License, which has gone on to win over eleven awards at various film festivals. He’s also starred
in The Essence of Depp, The Wind and The Long Black Scarf, Dead in the Water, and Afternoon. 

David has written two dramatic feature screenplays. He recently opened his own production
company, Cold Shaker Films. David also finds time to record with his band, Panacea, and
performs an original song in The Commune.

Chauntal Lewis - Jenny Cross
Chauntal was just on The Insider and Entertainment Tonight for “Lindsay Lohan: Fully Loaded”
aYouTube parody that received 5 million hits in two weeks. In addition to acting, Chauntal is
currently cutting a record with RCA and is doing personal appearances and hosting gigs with
Maxim magazine. 

Chauntal was a FAITA (First Americans in The Arts) 2008 presenter and winner for her role in
the Mark L Smith Film Seance. She shined in supporting roles in Beerfest, Coach Carter, and
The Comebacks. 

She has been featured in radio interviews on Maxim, Below the Belt, Playboy Radio, My
Drunken Stepfather, and  national magazines including “Women’s World and “Campus Circle”
where she spoke of The Commune. She is attached to star in the feature film Fallen Angels.
On TV she’s worked on everything from California Dreams, and Saved by the Bell, to Red Eye.

Stuart Bennett – Dr. Polieos
Stuart is a dynamic and versatile actor and producer in his own right. He has played leads in such
independents as I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Final Station, and To Sleep with Anger. 

His television work includes Snowden Crossing and City Girls. Stuart’s training includes The
Shakespeare Theatre in Washington DC and the Actor’s Studio at Howard University. 

He is the producer and star of the psychological thriller Eugene, now on the festival circuit. It was
the only American film in competition for the New Vision award. “Strong performances - Stuart
Bennett in the lead role is particularly fine.“ - Palm Springs International Film Society.
Upcoming screenings include the San Francisco Independent Film Festival, and New Filmmakers
New York.
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Credits

Produced by  Elisabeth Fies, Heidi Hornbacher, Todd Miro
Executive Producers Barbara Fies, Brenda Fies
Associate Producers Chauntal Lewis, Nate Cohen 

Chauntal Lewis
David Lago
Stuart G. Bennett
Elisabeth Fies
Adrian Lee
Winter
Cindy Baer
Trevor Murphy

Cast 

Jenny Cross Chauntal Lewis
Puck Cernunnos David Lago
Dr. Clark Polieos Stuart G. Bennett
Mom/Cassie Cross Elisabeth Fies
Rhea Adrian Lee
Esmerelda Cindy Baer
Loki Winter
Cassie’s Lover Trevor Murphy
Miles Miles Gregory
Alice Heidi Hornbacher
Pomegranate Sophie Yoakum
Nurse Brenda Leslie Lello
Hero Hero Fies
Tiamat Lena Robinson
Jenny Cross – age 6 Josie Fite
Jenny Cross – age 3 Hunter Marie Mockett
Goat Man Matthew S. Orchowski
Karuna Heather Coleman
Grenville Charlie Schlangen
Lee Michael Bloomfield
Ebert Richard Channing
Rhea’s Admirer Stephen Wolf
Captain Crazypants Michael Wilde
Jupiter David Molencupp
Artemis Valencia Jewell
Easy Rider Paul Coussens
Ruby Ingrid Emming
Geyserville Realtor Bridget Peterson
Geyserville Shopper Karen Waelde
Bast Cynthia Duffield
Passing Commune Woman Christy Salo
Woman With Baby Lia Boxwell
Baby Cassius Boxwell
Doctor Ashleigh Harris
Imhotep Imhotep
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McKee Fred Hornbacher
Shiva Jan Ekstrom 

Taped at Isis Oasis Sanctuary
www.isisoasis.org

Line Producer  – Nate Cohen

   1st AC Hunter Sandison 
   1st AC Jaxon Woods 
   2nd AC Joseph Segura 
   2nd AC Shannon Mita 
   2nd AC Adriana Alvarado 
   Key Grip  Matthew S. Orchowski
   Key Gaffer Matt Fore 
   Best Boy Needham B. Smith 
   Grip/Electric Scott Collins 
   Swing Alexandra Hursh-Cesar 
   Swing Kenneth Thompson 
   Swing Casey Slade 
   Electric  Zach Voytas
   Jib Arm Operator Jaime Mejia 
   Second Unit Director Mike Kukula
   Second Unit Director Vahe Papazyan
   Second Unit Director Heidi Hornbacher
   Script Supervisor Leslie Lello 
   Director’s Assistant  Mike Kukula
   Production Assistant Chris Glazner

   Production Design Elisabeth Fies
   Set Dresser Ashleigh Harris
   Makeup Kristie Streicher
   Property Master Ingrid Emming
   Wardrobe Supervisor Heather Coleman
   Hairstylist Riawna Capri
   Caterer VaLa Catering
   Location Scout Paul Coussens, Ingrid Emming, Valencia Jewell
   Still Photographer Stephen Wolf, Cindy Baer
   Animal Wrangler Cynthia Duffield
   Producer Consultant Suzanne Lyons

   Consultant  Katt Shea
   Spiritual Consultant Lisa Tenzin-Dolma
   Production Consultant Janusz Sikora
   Financial Advisor  Fred Hornbacher
   On-Set Bone Mover  Dr. David Molencupp
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   Behind the Scenes Footage  Joel Harris, Mike Kukula 
   Main Titles Design Todd Miro

   Post Production Supervisor  Todd Miro 
   Post Production Consultant  Mike Curtis

Audio Post El Mundo Bueno Studios
Sound Supervisor Sharon Knight
Re-Recording Mixer Winter
Dialog Editor Winter
Sound Design Todd Miro 

Elisabeth Fies 
Winter 
Sharon Knight

Foley Recordist Winter
Foley Editor Winter
Foley Artist Sharon Knight

Camera Equipment Chapman Leonard

Additional Equipment Unsung Heroes
Cinerep International 
Norms Studio Equipment

Script Clearances IndieClear and Carol Compton
Insurance   Emporium

Products:

Ritual Masks by Black Dragon Designs
Puck’s horns by Gypsy Rose
The Mountain t-shirts
Pistoleras Comic artwork – Charles Yoakum
WWJJD? T-shirt – Tracy Dobbins at Debri Field
Socks – Karen Bell at K Bell
Glastonbury Tarot Cards - Lisa Tenzin-Dolma
Paintings – Loreon Vigne
Comic Paintings – Brian, Robin and Laura Fies
Mark Nason – Puck’s shoes
Revolver clothing

Thanks to our friends of The Commune:

Cynthia Anderson
Francis Della Vecchia
Brenda Fies
Fred Hornbacher
James JJ Kelley
Luke Magnotto
Charlie Schlangen
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Dale Sigal

Special Thanks

Jeremy Jed Hammel
Katt Shea
Mark Stolaroff
Film Independent
Josh Welsh
Paul WS Anderson
Sarah Crompton

Music:

“Prince Minsky’s Lament” 
Music and Words by Chuck E. Weiss
Performed by Chuck E. Weiss

“Sensual Feeling” 
Music and Words by C Note
Performed by C Note

"Captain Blackheart" from Song of the Sea
by Sharon Knight/Winter, ©  2006 Trance Jam Records

"King Willie" from Song of the Sea
by Sharon Knight/Winter, ©  2006 Trance Jam Records

“Kashlimar” from Pandemonaeon 
by Sharon Knight/Winter, © 2001 Trance Jam Records

“This Night I Ride” from Pandemonaeon 
by Sharon Knight/Winter, © 2001 Trance Jam Records

“Why Do Wolves” 
Music and Words by Lo-Fi Sugar
Performed by Lo-Fi Sugar

“The Night Divine” 
Music and Words by Lo-Fi Sugar
Performed by Lo-Fi Sugar

“The Last Goodbye“
Performed by Pigeon Brigade

“Take this All The Way”
Music by Jenn Oberle
Words by Jenn Oberle and Elisabeth Fies
Performed by Jenn Oberle

“Take this All The Way”
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Music by Jenn Oberle
Words by Jenn Oberle and Elisabeth Fies
 Performed by David Lago and Chauntal Lewis

“Walk Away”
Music by Jenn Oberle
Words by Lis Fies
Peformed by Jenn Oberle

“In My Room”
Music and Words by David Lago
Performed by David Lago

That’s the deal. Go home and be good to each other, kids.

Filmed on location in Sonoma County and Los Angeles County, California

Copyright 2009 by The Commune Movie LLC
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

THE EVENTS, CHARACTERS AND FIRMS DEPICTED IN THIS PHOTOPLAY ARE FICTITIOUS.
ANY SIMILARITY TO ACTUAL PERSONS, LIVING OR DEAD, OR TO ACTUAL EVENTS OR
FIRMS IS PURELY COINCIDENTAL.

OWNERSHIP OF THE MOTION PICTURE IS PROTECTED BY COPYRIGHT AND OTHER
APPLICABLE LAWS, AND ANY UNAUTHORIZED DUPLICATION, DISTRIBUTION OR
EXHIBITION OF THIS MOTION PICTURE COULD RESULT IN CRIMINAL PROSECUTION AS
WELL AS CIVIL LIABILITY.
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Information for Distributors

We have the Chain of Title
All music is licensed, with small bumps for larger net grosses
We have not received a rating from the MPAA but anticipate an R
There are no liens against The Commune Movie LLC
We have releases for all actors
Domestic and world rights are available
We have 200+ high res photos available

DVD extras: DVD commentary, behind the scenes making of movie, deleted scenes,
outtakes, family tree diagram, extended video of Doctor's seminars

Information for Festivals

Our world premiere was at Dances With Films film festival June 5th, 2009. 
We have 2 HDV copies ready for festival display.
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