
Just last year, Chauntal Lewis's lifetime dream came true.  After starring in
Lindsay Fully Loaded, a comedic satire capitalizing on her uncanny resemblance to the
troubled actress, Chauntal was suddenly a famous Youtube star. The video received over 5
million hits in two weeks and launched beautiful Chauntal into the spotlight. She was featured
on Entertainment Tonight, became a regular on the radio interview circuit, and was suddenly
a sought after 23-year-old singer, dancer, and Maxim event model. 

Chauntal took her first starring role in a feature film (acclaimed thriller THE COMMUNE,
opening night of Dances With Films festival) and successfully produced her own music video,
a reimagining of Britney Spears's Gimme More video which received 70,000 hits on Myspace.
A lifetime of studying acting, singing and dancing was finally paying off.

Then two months ago, Chauntal was in a freak car accident and lost her left hand.  

Imagine in our image-obsessed culture and perfectionist land of Hollywood (where a zit on
her face the week before her accident caused anxiety) Chauntal is suddenly navigating the
waters of perfectionist youth and health obsessed Hollywood with one hand. And she lost her
dominant one at that! She has endured surgeries and physical therapy to train her right hand
to write, brush her teeth, text on the phone (all the things we and especially infallible
20somethings take for granted). She still doesn't have a car in a town where no one walks.

But even with piling medical bills and the shock of all these changes, brave and dedicated
Chauntal loves nothing more than to act and is not giving up: she has already been back

onstage, at auditions, and has established a non-profit called Believe and Become.

"I HOPE TO ENCOURAGE & INSPIRE A YOUNG, BEAUTIFUL GENERATION TO EMBRACE &
LOVE THEIR FLAWS & RECOGNIZE THAT WE ARE BEAUTIFUL JUST THE WAY WE ARE!!!"
- Chauntal Lewis

We are looking for heroes to: 
- attend the fundraiser 
- donate items to our silent auction 
- spread the word through traditional media, email lists,
and social networking sites
- See Chauntal's acclaimed starring debut in THE
COMMUNE (see her RAVE reviews below!!!).

Can we count on you to help her?

Elisabeth Fies
writer/director/producer 
THE COMMUNE
310-990-5875
LisFies@gmail.com



PRESS RELEASE: 

Film Fundraiser Lends a Hand to Ingenue in Need of a Prosthetic Limb

Thriller/Horror feature THE COMMUNE is having its world premiere on the coveted
Opening Friday Night of the prestigious Dances With Films festival. THE COMMUNE, in
conjunction with Dances with Films, is hosting a pre-screening Fundraiser  for our brilliant
lead actress, Chauntal Lewis. Chauntal was in a car accident in March 2009 and lost her left
hand. Our fundraiser is to buy the prosthetic hand she needs.  

Chauntal is continuing to act onstage and in movies and is a huge inspiration, but since she
had no insurance coverage at the time of her accident the incurred medical bills are
overwhelming. Your help will save her valuable time & energy, allowing her to pursue her love
of acting, which would be much appreciated. Of course, we hope that some people will stick
around afterwards to see Chauntal debut in her leading role in the critically acclaimed feature
THE COMMUNE. We know you are a hero, come meet us!

The Fundraiser will be held in the courtyard directly across from the Laemmle  (in the empty
building that had previously been the Virgin Megastore, i.e. Dances With Films' "Filmmakers
Lounge" for the duration of the festival).  This event will be a chance to mingle with other DWF
filmmakers, have some wine, participate in our silent auction. You could also make a direct
donation to Chauntal through her new foundation BELIEVE AND BECOME. 

"I HOPE TO ENCOURAGE & INSPIRE A YOUNG, BEAUTIFUL GENERATION TO EMBRACE & LOVE
THEIR FLAWS & RECOGNIZE THAT WE ARE BEAUTIFUL JUST THE WAY WE ARE!!!" - Chauntal Lewis



When: June 5th
Fundraiser  9pm-11:30pm    
Movie  starts at 11:45 pm.  

Where:  
The Sunset Laemmle 5 Theater
8000 W. Sunset Blvd
West Hollywood, CA 90046
Mapquest Link 

THE
COMMUNE
Written and Directed by Elisabeth Fies
Produced by Elisabeth Fies, Heidi Hornbacher,
Todd Miro
Starring Chauntal Lewis, David Lago, Stuart G.
Bennett, Adrian Lee, Winter
Running Time: 91 minutes 

Dances With Films
festival screening
Friday, June 5th
11:45pm Laemmle Sunset 5
Tickets for $10 ($12 after Wednesday) at
www.DancesWithFilms.com

See Trailer at 
www.thecommunemovie.com/trailer.html

See Press and reviews at www.thecommunemovie.com/blurbs.html

See Bloody Disgusting's news story at www.bloody-disgusting.com/news/16297  l  

From the DWF festival program:

THE COMMUNE  USA HD (2009) 91 minutes World Premiere
"This psychological thriller is a new cult classic. Writer/director Lis Fies deftly blends the tragic
with the outrageous, painting her debut with a bloody, psycho-sexual brush. Haunting imagery
and symbolism underscore the horror of entrapment and familial dysfunction as virginal teen
Jenny finds herself isolated on a sinister commune with adults gone mad. Can she confront
the evil agenda of her guru father and his followers with the help of gorgeous Puck? The
bastard child of THE WICKER MAN and Greek tragedy, THE COMMUNE is a heady mix of
myth and mystery with a wild ending you will never forget." 



RAVE REVIEWS FOR CHAUNTAL:

"Much like Lana Turner in 1941’s Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, Chauntal Lewis supplies (a slightly
petulant) angelic glow as Jenny. Lewis uncovers the layers of Jenny’s dreamy adolescence and its
visible cracks and she is well met by David Lago’s sexy, Goth friendly Puck."
- Brian Kirst, Horror Society

"Chauntal Lewis has definitely made a fan out of me with her strong yet vulnerable performance.”
- Brea Grant, actor HEROES, HALLOWEEN 2

"Superb directing; really right on. Jenny and Puck had great chemistry. A cult film: innovative and
wonderfully complex.  
- Tasha Hardy, producer, STAR TREK: NEW VOYAGES 
winner TV Guide Award, Hugo nomination

"Chauntal Lewis's Jenny is a sympathetic and helpless creature in a world of adults gone mad, and
her fears and betrayals are easily the audience's once the story gets moving."          
- Heidi Martinuzzi, Pretty/Scary

RAVE REVIEWS FOR THE COMMUNE:

“Disturbing. Unconventional. Raw. Reminds me of Larry Cohen's work. David Lago is great.”
- Katt Shea, writer/director, POISON IVY

“In the footsteps of classic 70s thrillers.” 
- Paul W.S. Anderson, writer/director, RESIDENT EVIL, DEATH RACE

"What The Wicker Man remake should have been if it had any balls at all. A creepy insight into the
dangers of religious extremism and the control of female sexuality. Beautiful, haunting, but relatab le
and terrifying."
- Heidi Martinuzzi, Pretty-Scary.net

"Brilliant. Takes hold of you in the first few minutes with its jaw-dropping opening and then refuse s
to let you go. This movie does not disappoint for any horror fans who are looking for an entertainin g
plot, engaging style and a good scare. I expect to see much more from Lis Fies after this one." 
- Brea Grant, actor HEROES, HALLOWEEN 2

"This film is a WILD psychological thriller with a surprise ending that you will NEVER forget!!!! Be
sure to see this one!"
- Kip Brown, In The Can

"Fresh and frightening. Superb directing. A cult film: innovative and wonderfully complex."
- Tasha Hardy, producer, STAR TREK: NEW VOYAGES

"Fies works with a dreamy unease and subtle power. The true horror of the piece does not kick in
until the final moments, but Fies rewards the patient among us with quirky characterizations,
bizarre encounters and intense sexuality."
- Brian Kirst, The Horror Society


